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= SIR, 

5 OUR telliug me that ſome 
4 People of all Denominations 
5 are ſatisfied with ſome parti- 
cular Things which I put down in my 
firſt Letter, and yet that no Party was 
Wplcaſed with it all, would be, though 
Ar is the moſt perſuaſive one to me, 
= Reaſon that would little invite 
moſt Men to ſay any thing farther. 
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m in ſome Meaſure convinc'd that I 

Zxwrote, as I defign'd, impartially. 
However I muſt confeſs what you 
in another Paragraph, makes me 
*Wubt whether this is the time for a 
an, who wiſhes well to all his 
ellow.- Subjects, ro do any of them 
28 ervice. N 8 | | ; 
Mien ſcem, by yours, to cloſe only 
ich what ſerves their own particular 
Warries, * Their Paſſions ſeem to run 
Wo high, and they are {till roo much 
pos d to keep up ſeparate Intereſts. 
nd this I inferr from the jealous En- 
iries which you ſay many have 
: ade whence that Paper came ? who 
che Author of it? for that too 


* 


BZBut, by that Account of yours, 1 


A 


Second LET I ER n 


CONCERNING 


LCIVIL COMPREHENSION: 
By the AUTHOR of the Fit 


plainly ſhews that one of the great 


Intentions of that Diſcourſe, which 
Was to male Men attend to the Expe- 
diencies and Reaſonableneſs of what is 
propos d, rather than go in with it for 
the ſake. of the Perſon who.uſhers it into 
the World, dorh not take place. 

Till what is written is more conſi- 
der d than who it is that writes, it is 
next to impoſſible, by printing our 
Thoughts, ro do good ro Mankind. ; 


and ſo you ſee I at preſent write ra- 


ther in Obedience than under any Ex- 
pectation. 


But that Men who lik'd ſome Hints 


may nor, through miſtake, beget in 


themſelves an Averſion to what 1 


then deliver d; and now, at their 
Command, explain; I think it not im- 


roper to declare what I am ſure you 
believe to be true; viz. That how 
much ſoever I am for Liberty of 
Conſcience ; yet, if that wauld deter- 
mine it, and, if I dare die for any 
Cauſe whatſoever, I would rather die 
than that Proteſtant Epiſcopacy ſhould 
be deſtroy d in England by Papiſts, or 
„ under / 
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undermin d by Presbyterians. And 
that how much ſoever I am for the 
Church of England, as eftabliſh'd by 
Law ; yet I would rather be perſe- 
cured my elf, either by Papiſts or 
Fanaticks, than wickedly have any 
hand in bringing either of them under 
the leaſt Hardihip for Matters rela- 
ting to their Belief and "Worſhip of 
God. 

After having ſaid this, T haſten (as 
you would have me) to ſpeak a little 
to what you ſay many Men approve 
of, but moſt think impracticable, if 
not impoſſible, which is to put an end 
zo Factions by making Property the Ba- 
lance of Power. | 

Part of ſuch a Project hath been 
aimed at ſeveral times by Bills brought 
into the Houſe of Commons for Qua- 
lifications of Juſtices of the Peace, and 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 

But pray why is it impoſſible that 
no Man ſhall be capable to ſerve for 
a County, but he who hath ........ 


per Annum in Lands or Tenements in 


the ſaid County ? 

Thar no Man ſhall be capable of 
being Citizen or Burgeſs for any Ci- 
ry or Town-Corporate, who harh nar 
7 + + + » » per Aunum in Lands or Tene- 
ments, within ... Miles of the ſaid 
City or Corporation? 

Why is it impoſſible to obtain a 
Law that no Man ſhall be a Juſtice of 
the Peace, who hach not. . . per 
Annum in Land or Tenements in 
the County where he is in Commiſ- 
fion ? 

That no Man ſhall be Deputy- 
Lieutenant in any County wherein he 


bath not. . . per Aunum in Land or 


Tenements ? 
That every Man having. . per 
Annum in Land or Tenements in any 


ow 


himſelf, of Right be Juſtice of Peace 
for the {aid County 7 — 1 
That every Man Raving 
Annum in Lands or 8 ; 
any County, ſhall of Right be Deputy- 
Lieutenant for the ſaid County ? 

And may not the ſame Method 
be raken as to Colonels, Lieutenant- 
Colonels, Majors, and Captains of 
the Militia ? 7 

And would not this, in all likely- | 
hood, make a more impartial Bench 
of Juſtices, and form a better Militia 
than have theſe many Years been ſeen 
in England ?. 2 

Would it not make it very reputa- Mint 
ble to be in Commiſſion for 1. Peace, 
or to command our Militia ? ve 

The Eſtates, which ſhould of right # 
entitle a Man to be either Juſtice of. 

Peace or Depury-Lieutenant, or ro 
command our Militia, ſhould be grea- ® 
ter than thoſe which ſhould leave 
liberty to the Crown to put Men into * 
either of thoſe Commiſſions. 4 
But, with Submiſſion, long Leaſes 
(which are an Eſtate for Poſterit)) 
and Copy-holds, as they now ſtand, 
ought as well to capacitate a Man for 
theſe Offices of Truſt and Power a; *# 
what we call Freeholds, 2B 

And it is always to be ſuppos d tha: Fre 
Men ſhould rare themſelves by 3 

raking ſuch Civil Oaths, or giving ſuci RF. = 
Securities, as the Legiſlature ſhall thin! 

neceſſary for the »Safery of the Ge 89 
vernment. | | 1 thin] 

It will be objected that this breal {hall 
in upon the Prerogative, and curtail with 
the Power of the Lord Keeper, an Mete t 
Lords Lieutenants, | _ 

I anſwer thoſe are happy Reſtraim 
which preſerve the Crown, and tho Pro 
employ d by it, from being miſled buy l 
Factions; and, if I had the Honoulfy dor 
of keeping the. Great Seal, 1 ſucu ff bere 
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aduftriouſly 


* aſe ſuch a Law would preſerve me 
+ om any juſt Clamour in relation to 
in We Commiſſions of the Peace. 

y fucha Law was pals d, no Party 


f Men could uſe ir would 
zot be in his Power to do it, that Men 
ould be, by the Keeper of the Great 
Peal, put out and in, according to 
heir Piques and Fancies. 

= Whoever for the future carrieth that 
Peal may be, by the Misfortune of 
is the moſt accompliſſi d Stateſman that 
perhaps ever arriv'd to the Dignity 
Pf that Place, convinc d that it is their 
Antereſt ro have a Law to circum- 
A cribe a Power, which otherwiſe may 
pe exerted too partially, and too invi- 
*£10ully. . 

No Man could uſe greater Precau- 
Fion than the Great Man, I mean, did 
In what ſo much diſobliged. 

l have been inform'd by ſome who 
were of it, that what afterwards 
brought an harſh Vote of the H. of 
ſes Commons upon him, was done by 


y) Order of Council ; nay, that he did 
1d, bot, to Extremity, purſue that Order 
for ef Council, and yet that very thing 


was, that afterwards gave his Ene- 


_ mies, whoſe Number was much in- 
ha; Freas d by it, the firſt Advantage a- 
by F him. 

W And, if a Man, fo every way fitted 


for that Poſt, was ſo much prejudiced 
50 by having too unlimited a Power, me- 
thinks it is fair warning to all that 
all come after him to be contented 
witch leſs, and to have the Rules they 
in are to walk by plainly” tranſcribd in 
our Statutes. 
8 Monatchy, Prerogative, Liberty, 
Property, che Church, PO PERU, and Fa- 
EZ natzcifm, are Words that in this King- 
dom enchant and enflame, and almoſt 
bereave us of our Senſes. © 


romote ſuch a Bill, be- 


till we conſider the alreration of our 
Tenures, and that our Land is divided 
amongſt many more independent Per- 
ſons than it was formerly, and that 
Men who are rich in Land will have a 
natural Intereſt ( tho' they have no 
Power depured from the State) in 
their reſpective Counties, we ſhall con- 
tinue in an Hurricane, ſhall carry on 
our tempeſtuous Politicks. 

The good Effects of annexing Power 
to Land are more than I will trouble 
you with, 

But this will ſurely be granted me, 
that no Man can be ſo much concern'd 
to keep the Peace, and prevent all man- 
ner of Diſturbances, in all eur Coun- 
ties, as thoſe whoſe Stakes lye in them. 
They will ſooneſt feel the Effects of all 
Diſorders, Inſurrections, and Civil War. 
It will as certainly be granted me that 
it naturally creates Heart-burnings, 
when Men of Quality and Fortune are 
govern d and domineer'd over, by 
thoſe who perhaps have nothing, or 
what is inconſiderable, in the Counties 
where they are in Commiſſion. 

I alſo preſume that it will probably 
be one means of preſerving what re- 
mains of Eſtates in ancient Families; 
for when they will, of Right, be Men 
of Authority and Figure in their own 
Counties, and inſignificant in this 
Town, they will be more likely to 
dwell at their own Sears. 

- Dwellingrhere, will in ſome degree, 

preſerve them from deſtroying their 
Forrunes by the Vices of this Town, 
and will, in all likelyhood, revive the 

Hoſpitality, and good Neighbourhcod 

of Old England. 

Nay, perhaps it will make thoſe 
active Spirits who are now drawn into 
Stock-jobbing, Gaming, and fpending 
too much of their time in Tayerns, or 

| . _ worie 


But till we act like reaſonable Mew- © 
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ſelves, even for che Employment 
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fang as it may beſto d all che,profitab!: 
| * as the Miniſtry tHinks fit; cho 
u would be for the Support of the Mi- 
their time; to che improving alkiThe- niſtry it ſelf ro put, even into theſe © 
ſeveral Branches of Agriculture; Wien Offices, Men of Eftates and Reputa- 
Improvements intrinſically better our tion rather than Minions: - '% 
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make thoſe active Spirits b 


native Soil, a great deal whereof is, e that I will bor Win If 4 


for ought we know, capable of pro- 


ducing many things which we fetch 


from Foreign Countries. 


At leaſt, by their ſpending moſt part 
of their Incomes in their own Coun- 


tries, and not draining their Tenants to 
ſupply the Pleaſure of London, a juſter 
Circulation of our Money will ariſe. 

Authority thus annexed to Land 
will make Land, notwithſtanding our 
'Taxes, the moſt valuable and moſt 
deſird Eſtate; and whatever Men, 1g- 
norant in Politicks, think, the Secu- 
rity of all Governments depends infi- 
nitely more upon the Landed Men, 


chan upon thoſe whoſe Eſtates conſiſt 


and all of them are, if they pleaſe, in 
the Commiſſions of the Peace and Lieu- 


the ed Men fill our Legiſlature, 


tenancy, and command our Militia, 


Faction may make a noiſe, hut can 


ſcarce do any real Miſchief, either to 

Church or State. 
Thoſe who make the Sputter, are 

not generally Men who are in the beſt 


Circumſtances themſelves, nor could 
they ever be ſucceſsful Beautefeux, if 5 


other Men who are conſiderable by 


reaſon of their Eſtates in Land, were 
not affronted, by being 2 left. ou: 
ve | 


of the Commiſſions I named. 


And if I guets right at the Diſpoſi- 
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in Money, tho'the money'd Men's E- tions of our Gentry; in the generality 
ſtates ſhould be infinitely greater; of our Counties, this would be a more 


for money-d Men can almoſt inſtanta- 
neouſty tranſport their Fortunes; but 
it requires a great deal ot time, and a 


great deal of management for the Lan- 


ded Man, if he doth any thing chat is 


Criminal againſt the State, to ſecure 
hat he hath from being laid hold upon 


by the Government. They muſt ſtand 


by the Kingdom whoſe Eftares can- 
not be eaſily transferr'd out of it. | 
And tho' rhe Crown is not left to 


ſolid Secutity to the Church of Eng- 


land, as by Law eſtabliſh'd, than Sa-. 


cramental Teſts, and Occafional Bills, 
or any thing elſe which may be  ſur- 
miſed to invade Civzl Rights. upon 
the ſcore of Religious Perſuaſion, © 


I have now finiſhed what T will; at 


this time, ſay in relation to. Civil Com- 
Prebenſion; but, if upon that, or any 
other Subject, you command me to 
give you my Thoughts you ſee, by 
this Inſtance, that you have an entire 


ces of meer Truſt and Power, yet me- and abſolute power over 
thinks the Court ſhould be ſatified as 
f . 2 2 JD is 5 2 R, A 
6 Nux very mueb Devoted, 
5 Servant, 
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Sold by J. Nur, and che 


minſter, 1706. Where may be had the Firſt Letter. 


